Congress of the United States
Washington, AC 20515

January 30, 2014

Hon. Traian Bésescu
President of Romania
Palatul Cotroceni 7
Bulevardul Geniului nr. 1-3
Sector 6, Bucuresti

Cod Postal 060116
Romania

Your Excellency:

We write to you today regarding Bishop Laszlo Tokes, whose heroism and leadership in helping
to end Nicolae Ceausescu’s dictatorship during the 1989 Revolution are undeniable. Bishop
Tokes championed the freedom of all Romanian citizens through his ministry in Timisoara —
frequently reaching across ethnic and religious boundaries to help liberate Romania from the
burden of Communism. He was given the Order of the Star of Romania in 2009 in recognition
of his service to the country.

We were therefore surprised and deeply dis inted to learn that the ethics committee of the
Order of the Star of Romania revéked its award to Reverend Tokes. The revocation was made
on alleged grounds of “anti-constitutional” acts by Reverend Tokes, when in fact it is our
understanding that he was exercising his constitutional rights, including his right to free speech,
by peacefully speaking up on behalf of a minority population within Romania.

The development with regard to Bishop Tokes is troubling on a number of levels, not the least of
which is that seems to indicate a closing of demoTTANT SPAce in Romania.

~ Mr. President, we urge you to do everything within your power to request that the ethics
committee rescind its unjust action against Reverend Tokes. His courage, which helped bring
about a free and just Romania, deserves due recognition. Thank you for your consideration of
this request. We look forward to your reply.

Best wishes.
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